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The Mustard Seed 

 

Message from Deacon Marty 
Brothers, 

This year‟s Mass of the Lords Supper was, once again, a truly humbling 

experience. Participating in the washing of the feet was like reaching all the 
way back in time to the foundation of the diaconate. At the last supper, 

Jesus served his Apostles and led by example. Shortly after that evening, 
the twelve, led by Peter, appointed the first deacons to minister to the poor 

and the widows of the early Church in Jerusalem.  Their numbers grew as 
the new church blossomed. 

Our strength is also in our numbers.  There are now about one hundred 

Permanent Deacons in the Diocese of Palm Beach. But as the diocesan 

community grows, the needs for more deacons increase. Our labor stretches 

far beyond the church grounds as the diversity of the people we serve 

continues to grow. A recent example is the efforts in ecumenism. I would 

like to thank the brothers who participated in this year‟s week of Christian 

Unity events. The men in our Diaconal Formation Program spearheaded the 

prayer services around the diocese and welcomed other Christian churches 

to their parishes. The response was wonderful. Hats off to the future 

Deacons! 

Let’s Pray for Those in Formation 
Let‟s pray, asking for the Gifts of the Holy Spirit, for the men in formation for 

the Permanent Diaconate, as they discern about their vocation while off for 
the summer.   

Let‟s especially pray for Matt Bartlett of St. Joseph parish in Stuart; Jerry 
Bott and Angel Rivera of Holy Family parish in Port St. Lucie; Steve Dove of 

St. Bernadette parish in Port St. Lucie; and Bob Rodreguez of St. Therese de 
Lisieux parish in Wellington; who will be attending their Diaconate Retreat 

this May. 

Congratulations and Welcome 
Congratulations to Deacon Jim Brooks of Holy Family parish in Port 

Saint Lucie, who will celebrate the 10th anniversary of his ordination 
this May 28th.  Thanks to Deacon Jim and his family for his work and 

may God bless them and his ministry. 

Welcome to Deacon William Rich and his wife, Frances, of St Paul of  the 

Cross parish in North Palm Beach,  who came to the diocese last July. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

About Our People 
Our Sincere Sympathy and Prayers to …. 

Bishop Gerald Barbarito, whose mother, Anna Marie, passed on April 17th.  
A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by Bishop Barbarito for Anna 

Marie at St Bernadette Church in Brooklyn, New York, on April 21st. 

Deacon Richard Venezia and Father Arthur Venezia whose mother,  Palma 

Rose Marsilio Venezia, passed on February 12th.  Mass of the Resurrection 
was celebrated by Father Venezia on February 16th at St. Paul of the Cross 

Church in North Palm Beach.  

Please keep our sick brothers and sisters in your prayers; that they may be 

strengthened by the power of our Lord‟s Holy Spirit.  

Mrs. Linda Barbaro, wife of Deacon Sam 

Deacon Terry Mancuso 

Mrs. Maureen Pope, wife of Deacon Bob 

Deacon Norbert (Klem) Klimaszeqski  

Mrs. Ana Delgado, wife of Deacon Alberto 

Deacon John Mostler 

Deacon Bob Golden 

Deacon Al Wesley 

Mrs. Joanne Lizardi, wife of Deacon Mark 

Mrs. Rhona Baker, wife of Deacon Phil 

Ask Father Glen 
Formal Diaconal Title Etiquette: Reverend Deacon, Reverend Mr., or 
Deacon? 

As a Latin-rite priest who is involved in the Byzantine rite, there are many 
obvious differences in the liturgical role of the deacon in the Divine Liturgy.  

As a canon lawyer, it is as obvious that there are faculties afforded to Latin-
rite deacons that many Eastern-rite deacons have not.  One takes note that 

the 1990 Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches has no special provision 
for permanent deacons, because the Eastern Churches has always 

continued to ordain those who, as a rule, were married and not being 

Tuesday, August 

10th at 6:00 PM 

Feast of St. Lawrence—Annual Mass and dinner with 

Bishop Barbarito 

 

September  11th 

    at 11:00 AM 

Permanente Diaconate Ordination of the Class of  

2010 at the Cathedral of St. Ignatius Loyola.  We 
should arrive with our alb by 10:30 AM.  

October 22nd at 

6:00 PM, through 
24th at 12:00 PM 

 

Annual Deacon and Wives Retreat at Our Lady  
of Florida Spiritual Center 
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advanced to the presbyterate, together with those who are transitional, i.e., 

those destined for the presbyterate. The 1983 Code of Canon Law, however, 
has specific canons relating to the permanent diaconate and the transitional 

diaconate.  

In some of the Eastern rites of the Catholic Church, deacons are bestowed 
the traditional title of „Father Deacon.‟  This stems from the centuries‟ old 

tradition in the East of the valued liturgical and pastoral role of the deacon.  
The office of deacon is one of the three grades of holy orders, but in the East 

a permanent „rank‟ of deacon was retained.  As noted in the Constitution on 
the Church (Lumen Gentium) and the Decree on the Eastern Churches 

(Orientalium Ecclesiarum), the permanent diaconate is reestablished “as a 

proper and permanent rank of the hierarchy”.1  

In the Latin Church, there is a marked distinction between permanent 
deacons and transitional deacons destined for the priesthood, and not just 

canonically, and can be seen [as the Latin mind incessantly admits to 
definition!] in the way that the two „types‟ of deacons are distinguished in 

their title: „Deacon‟ when addressing a permanent deacon, and „Reverend 
Mr.‟ when addressing a transitional deacon (although some object to the 

„secular‟ nature of „Mr.‟).  However, the Congregations for the Clergy and 
Catholic Education expressed their preference in 2002, noting that  

The introduction of the title „Reverend Mr.‟ for permanent deacons could 
further complicate the issue of identity for deacons.  The term „Reverend‟ 

has traditionally been associated with priests and used only for transitional 
deacons on their way to priesthood.  As there is great sensitivity surrounding 

the issue of a deacon being seen as a „mini-priest,‟ it would seem that the 
title „Reverend Mr.‟ would lead to continued identification of the diaconate 

with the priesthood, rather than contributing to the independence and 
integrity of the Order of Deacon itself.  The title „Deacon‟ would, of course, 

be appropriate.2  

Because the permanent diaconate is „a proper and permanent rank of the 

hierarchy,‟ the form of address should reflect this. The „Reverend‟ in 
„Reverend Mr.‟ denotes the transitory association with priesthood, whereas 

the term „Deacon‟ denotes the independence of the permanent diaconate as 
a permanent rank. 

As a concluding remark, since most (if not all) Latin-rite transitional deacons 

embrace celibacy upon ordination, their title would not give rise to scandal 

because the combined salutation of „Reverend [Mr. and Mrs.]‟ would never 
be used. Conversely, for a permanent deacon, the salutation of „Deacon and 

Mrs. Anybody‟ would never raise any eyebrows. 

Rev. Glen J. Pothier D.Th., J.C.L., is Adjutant Judicial Vicar for the Diocese of 
Palm Beach 
1 

LG 29; cf. OE 17. 
2 Congregation for Catholic Education and the Congregation for the Clergy, Joint Study of the US Draft Document – National 

Directory for the Formation, Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States, Prot. No. 78/2000 (March 4, 2002); 

cf. National Directory for the Formation, Ministry and Life of Permanent Deacons in the United States, n. 88. 
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Lenten Day of Reflection 

Almost everyone, wives and Deacons 
included, enjoyed and benefited from our 

Lenten Day of Reflection this past March 
13th at Our Lady Queen of Florida 

Spiritual Center.  In the morning Father 
John D‟Mello gave informative talks and 

guided us on group sessions on Catholics 

and Social Justice and how we might 
consider increasing our involvement.  In 

the afternoon he helped us to consider 
social or collective sin in our lives. 

Father D‟Mello is Parochial Vicar at St. 
Ann Church in West Palm Beach and 

teaches Social Justice at St. Vincent de Paul Seminary. 

Thanks to Father John, Deacon Marty, and Mrs. Ana Daza-Jaller for the 

wonderful day. 

Annual Mass and dinner with 
Bishop Barbarito 

Remember last year‟s Mass and dinner?  
This year‟s is planned for August 10th 

and it should be just as good. 

To the left is a group of deacons and 

their wives at last year‟s dinner. 

Look for a an email from Mrs. Ana Daza-
Jaller during June for RSVP information. 

Our Annual Deacon and Wives Retreat  

This year‟s retreat will be held on the weekend of October 22nd through the 

24th.  Look for more information in the Summer Mustard Seed and your mail 
box. 

                      

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A Reminder . . .  

 
Let‟s keep the prayer line open by contacting Mrs. Ana Daza-

Jaller at the office via email at adazajaller@diocesepb.org or 
with a telephone call, 561-775-9540,  regarding any medical or 

health matter or emergency that needs our attention.  Also, if 
you have moved or have a new telephone number or email ad-

dress, please inform Mrs. Daza-Jaller as soon as possible. 

Father John D‟Mello discussing a point 

with Deacon George White during lunch. 

mailto:adazajaller@diocesepb.org
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Continuing Education Opportunities: 

Study Week for Deacons at St. Vincent de Paul Regional 
Seminary 
The annual Study Week for Deacons held at St Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary in 
Boynton Beach will take place from June 13-18, 2010.   

The Study Week will consider the nature and vocation of the Deacon.  The 

scriptural foundation of the diaconate and its understanding in the early Pa-
tristic period;  the ways in which the diaconate developed according to the 

tradition of the Church; and the theological development of the diaconate in 
the light of the Second Vatican Council and its documents; will be dis-

cussed. 

The fees are $200 for tuition, plus $125 if you take meals, plus $125 if you 

board at the seminary. You may register by addressing a brief note to Dr. Antonio 
Lopez, Coordinator of the Study Week, and sending it to the Seminary. Include a 

check  payable to St. Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary, 10701 South Military 
Trail, Boynton Beach, FL 33436. You may also register by telephone or by E-Mail, 

making your payment when you come to the Study Week.  For more information, 
please contact Dr. Antonio Lopez at 561-732-4424 or by email  to Dr. Lopez       

Distance Learning for the Diaconate at the Pontifical Col-
lege Josephinum: 
Through the Josephinum distance learning courses, Deacons can gain 

knowledge with a practical pastoral focus.  Learn from experienced deacon-
facilitators with both academic credentials and real-world experience.  All 

learning outcomes are linked to the applicable standards contained in Ap-
pendix I of the National Directory for the Formation, Ministry and Life of 

Permanent Deacons in the United States. 

Distance learning is the educational process or system in which the instruc-

tor is separated geographically or in time from the learners and in which 
learners are separated from one another or from other educational re-

sources. The Distance Learning Program for the Diaconate at the Jose-
phinum is conducted via computer and electronic technology, connecting 

deacon-learners and deacon-facilitators in either real or delayed time on an 
as-needed basis.  

Courses available this summer are: 

PA951 DE Good Practices in Parish Administration 

This course provides priests, deacons and parish administrators with a com-
prehensive overview of civil, legal and financial issues which may be en-

countered in a parish setting.  

SP 611 DE The Spirituality of the Deacon 

With particular emphasis on the formation and ministry of permanent dea-

cons in the United States, this course correlates the sources, principles and 

mailto:AntonioL980@aol.com?subject=Deacons%20Conference
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#admin
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#spirituality
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#spirituality
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#spirituality
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practices of sound spirituality with the fundamental truths of Catholic faith, 

with the reality of human nature as redeemed and graced, and with practi-
cal aspects of spirituality in diaconal ministry.  

PA 868 DE Pastoral Counseling for the Deacon  

This course presents basic counseling theory, processes and skill develop-
ment, focused on assessment, listening, and goal setting. This course 

briefly outlines various emotional/mental disorders which may assist the 
non-professional counselor to make appropriate assessment and profes-

sional referral  

PA 931 DE Hospital Ministry for the Deacon 

This course is designed to introduce participants to the role of the hospital 

chaplain. The job of the hospital chaplain is discussed in relation to the six 
major roles performed by the hospital chaplain.  

All of the courses summer are 2 credit hours; the tuition charge is $250 per 
credit hour.  For more information on the current courses or to register visit 

the Course Descriptions web page, or call 1-877-933-2266 (toll free). 

This fall the following courses will be offered: Medical and Health Care Mo-

rality for Deacons, Care of Marriage and Family for Deacons, Prison Ministry 
for Deacons, The Book of Revelation - Worship and Justice, Principles of 

Catechesis for Deacons, Hispanic Pastoral Ministry for the Diaconate. 

Franciscan University of Steubenville Conferences: 
Several brothers have enjoyed attending conferences at Steubenville Uni-
versity in Ohio during recent summers.  Two conferences, in particular, 

might be of interest to you: 
Applied Bible Studies Conference,  Unveiling the Mystery: The Book of 

Revelation, with tracks on Genesis to Jesus, The Bible and Mass, and The 
Bible and the Virgin Mary on  July 27, 28, 29, and 30th.  The cost of the con-

ference, lodging, and meals is approximately $350; there are a number of 

options, check the conference web page for details or call 800-437-8368. 

Priests, Deacons, and Seminarians Conference - Witness to Truth, 
June 21st through 25th.  Worship, Fellowship, Workshops, including a Life 

in the Spirit track, Proclaiming the Word, and Preaching.  The cost of the 
conference, lodging, and meals is approximately $500; check the confer-

ence web page for details or call 800-437-8368. 

Other Conferences: 
2010 National Diaconate Institute for Continuing Education Confer-
ence: The conference will be held at Xavier University in Cincinnati from  

July 18th to the 21st. For information see the conference web page or 
phone Deacon Bob Markert at (502) 231-5634. 

National Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers will hold a con-
ference on building better marriages at Xavier University in Cincinnati from  

July 23rd to the 26th.  For more information see the conference web page 
or phone 937-431-5443. 

http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#spirituality
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#spirituality
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#spirituality
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#counseling
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html#hospital
http://www.pcj.edu/distance/courses.html
http://www.franciscanconferences.com/Summer/confdetails.asp?ConferenceID=206
http://www.franciscanconferences.com/Summer/confdetails.asp?ConferenceID=200
http://www.franciscanconferences.com/Summer/confdetails.asp?ConferenceID=200
http://www.ndice.org/Conference.htm
http://nacflm.org/displayconvention.cfm

