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Rev Gerald Barbarito (00:12):
It's a joy for me to greet all of you today. Once again, it is time for me to speak to you about our annual Diocesan Services Appeal. This does provide the opportunity to speak of the mission of the Diocese of Palm Beach and its support through personal commitment, prayer and financial assistance, which are all critical to its mission. We are members of a varied and faith-filled diocese in so many ways, no matter what your parish may be. And we are united as one in the vibrant local church of Palm Beach. As a theme of this year's appeal states and the words of our Lord, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” I invite you to now listen to how the DSA serves our wonderful diocese. And I ask for your generosity in supporting it, no matter what your level of giving may be.
Katie Kervi (01:08):
The one area that you're never going to find in anything other than a Catholic school is that Catholic faith, Catholic identity piece. I think that a Catholic education provides a foundation for much of what our students are going to do in the future. The Catholic foundation that they get in our Catholic schools is immensely important. We are feeding their mind, their soul, their body. Academic excellence, along with their Catholic identity, really prepares them for everything that they're going to face.
Eileen Lewis (01:37):
The DSA works with the Office of Catholic Schools to offer professional development to all of our teachers at least twice a year. They also help our principals. During our principal meetings, there are many opportunities for in-service. They offer us religious retreats throughout the year as well. And by offering us, through the DSA, these opportunities, we are able to go back into our schools and help our children.
Krishna Rivera (02:02):
Our Catholic Charities mission is to help the most vulnerable people in our community. We provide the hope and healing to those families that are in desperate need of any type of assistance, such as rent, utilities. And for those vulnerable people, such as the mother who has an unborn child, as well as the elderly among us.
Sara Haas (02:25):
During COVID-19, we recognized that there was additional food insecurity within our own community. What we did was partner with local organizations to distribute food once a month. Without the help from the DSA, Catholic Charities wouldn't be able to continue to expand our programming and to help those most vulnerable in our community here.
Marc Gustinelli (02:48):
The DSA is important to me as a seminarian because I understand that it involves every aspect of my life now. How do I get to do all the things that I do? How do I have all the experiences that I have from formation to having these spiritual mentors, to living at the seminary, to being able to take so many classes at once? If it weren't for the DSA funds, it would not be possible for any seminarian to work and take on all the responsibilities and the course load that we have in the seminary.
Deacon Daniel Donohue (03:22):
The church needs priests, the Diocese of Palm Beach needs priests. And I have always wanted to serve the people of God. And I have been serving the people of God actually for most of my life, but I've always wanted to do it as a priest. I had to give up everything. And the people of God in the Diocese of Palm Beach have been so generous and so loving in helping us do what we do. I can't thank them enough.
Rev Gerald Barbarito (03:48):
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” Jesus indeed calls each and every one of us and sends us as he did his disciples. Please make a gift so that the DSA may continue to support the many needs of our local community. When we express our faith as Catholics in a financial manner, we truly do express our faith in a manner that makes a real impact in the lives of our brothers and sisters. Again, we are all one, no matter what our financial status may be. And by supporting the DSA in the best manner that we can, we express our faith and make a difference in spreading the good news of Jesus Christ. Now your support, financially and prayerfully, of the Diocesan Services Appeal continue to be a sign of your faith and your support for those who need to experience it. Thank you. Thank you so very, very much. May God bless you and your families.
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